Urban League
of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

Urban League
@ e 2 tana o, 80 YEARS

An unforgettable evening as we commemorate
30 years of URBAN LEAGUE impact and

[5 years of dedicated leadership by

Hd@(lk N o RT H E R N Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud as President [CED
W INDIANA AUGUST )| 2025
s “RECEPTION & CONCERT GALA™
SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST
HOWARD HEWETT

i

INDIANA UNIVERSITY NW ARTS & SCIENCES BUILDING
3400 Broadway Gary, Indiana 46409




Urban League of

Northwest Indiana, Inc. The Urban League

of Northwest
Urban League Indiana (ULN\"V[)

In1944, concerned citizens fromGary asked the National Urban League and theGary Council of of Northwest Indiana, Inc.
Social Agencies to conduct research studies. Many surveys were done so that there could be an

assessment of the needs and the concerns of the citizens. The final report contained nineteen .
recommendations concerning employment, housing, community welfare and human relations. The collaborations towards
most significant recommendation was that a continuing committee be formed to implement the
recommendations of these groups.

History of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

. ", improvement, capacity building and
Empowering Communities. |t .
e g awarenass of citizens in areas of
hanging Lives. ucation. financial literacy
The Urban League of Gary was founded in 1945 as an affiliate of the National Urban League. C ging eguca ‘I'-J L . nancial "Ir-' '? :
The National Urban League remains the premier social service and civil rights organization in America. It health/weliness, civic/civil leadership,
was established for the purpose of removing racial barriers, with a mission of striving for equal

and advocacy throughout Lake, Porter
opportunity, economic empowerment and equal access for all citizens.

& LaPorte counites
In December 1970, the Board of Directors voted to reorganize as the Urban League of . .
Northwest Indiana to better reflect the service community of the Lake Area United Way. Olll" SEI'VICES tO the UpCOI'{llllg E‘Uents.
community CEO Gala
OUR MISSION . & :
» Scholarships - Students & Aduits AUQUEt 21 2025
The Urban League of Northwest Indiana promotes services in the areas of Education, Economic « Scholarship Fair - Held at IUN '
Empowerment, Health & Wellness, Civic Leadership and Civil Rights & Social Justice for all people. We « College & Career Readiness - High GDSPEI Extravaganza
serve Lake, Porter & LaPorte Counties. School Student Support September 14, 2025
ot g s Scholarship Fair
, _ . earning Labs
Past Presidents of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Inc. -
« Administrative & Leadership September 25, 2025
Jos]}:;ph C. Chapman igig-lggg Professional Development Leadership Empowerment Awards
Clifford E. Minton =1 ) :
¢ Free Income Tax Assistance
George Coker 1965-1971 . oy Denoslt Assistancs Luncheon
Roy L. Harris 1971-1976 pieorme dy. " November 18, 2025
Cleveland Nicholson I, Acting Director 1976-1978 « Federation of Block Clubs
Eloise Gentry 1978-2009 + Entrepreneurship . .
Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud 2010-Present « Community Resource Center FOI‘ more lnformatlﬁn

contact us.

Office Address: 3101
Broadway, Gary, IN 46409

Phone: 219-887-9621
Email: vzizumbo@ulofnwi.org

The Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Inc. continues to serve the community with innovative
Programs and Initiatives.

Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud
President/CEO
2010-Present

Visit the Urban League of NWI to discover
more about the organization and its mission.
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PROGRAM ===

OPENING PRAYER Rev. R. E. Robinson St John MB Church/Indianapolis, IN
THE WEST SIDE THEATER GUILD REPERTOIRE DANCE COMPANY
WELCOME Dr. Arrick Jackson Chancellor, Indiana University NW
GREETINGS R. Louie Gonzalez Board Chair, Urban League of NWI

VIDEO TRIBUTE
Mr. Marc A. Morial President & CEO National Urban League

WORDS of TRIBUTE  The Honorable Suzette Raggs Gary City Clerk
WORDS of TRIBUTE The Honorable Mayor Eddie D. Melton Gary, Indiana
“THANK YOU LORD” VIDEO DR. VANESSA ALLEN McCLOUD SINGS!

WORDS of TRIBUTE & INTRODUCTION of HONOREE
Mr. Mike Suggs, Chief Operating Officer- City of Gary

e = = S

Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud
President/CEO

Urban League of NWI
2010-Present

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST
Mr. Jeffrey Smith
Director of Broadcasting & On Air Personality WGVE Radio

~——"" THANK YOU FOR JOINING OUR CELEBRATION!! v/

v/
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CREATIVE DINING SERVICES®

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

NORTHWEST

MICHELLE HARPER VIDEO

FHFAY

SINCE 1984

We are honored and pleased to support the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Inc.
and the 15th yeary r)_f'rft'lf!'t ared ft'mfz'r\hl}"? r!,"a”r. Vanessa Allen-McCloud ar the
“Oak Jubilee Celebration™
We celebrate your achievements in the community

and wish you much success in the future.

HAYWOOD AND
FLEMING ASSOCIATES

Serving and Investing in the Community for over 40 Years!

Risk Employee
Insurance Management Benefits

Independent Brokers and Trusted Advisors
Representing Quality Companies of Integrity and Strength such as but not limited to:

e, . A {'\. :
@ Y i TRAVELERS ) Qw
» : HI —
Cigna. Harrioro [ UnitedHealthcare ~ sewsmee-

3229 Broadway M East Chestnut
NEW Suite 211 Street Suite 56F

LOCATION Gary, IN 46409 0 www.haywoodandfleming.com Chicago, IL 6061
219.938.5025 312.794.7309




Board Member

Urban League Board Membeis - Title/'Organization

Urban League
of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

2024-2025
Board of D

2025

Title/ Agency/Organication

Rebekah Arevalo

[ Demsse Comer Dillard

i Chiet of Seaff

| Viee ?&reiu&cnt, CRA Dff e.r
| Centier Bank

| Methodist Hospitals

i Eric Evans

| Vice President of Business Development
| Regional Care Group

irectors

| Cameron H Eveland

| Engintening and Technical Services mgr BP
| America

| Mary Celita Green

I
| Munscipal Accountmg Consultant

Advisory Board Member

Title/Agency/Organization

| B Louie Gonzalez

| Retired Chancellor

Taghi Arghami

The Arsh Group

| Nychi Heath

Community Banking Market Mgr, VP
| O Narional Bank

MNatalie McDaniel Hicks

Chancellor Kenneth ©. Holford

VP Ken lwama

| WDS Group
Chancellor
| Purdue University NW
| Vice Prasiden Induana Umversary

Robin Clark
Scot MacDonald

Horizon Bank
Executive Director
Memonal Opera House

Cynthia Mose-Treving

Assistant Superintendent
Lake Ridge New Tech Schools

Dy, Arrck Jackson

| Chancellor
Indmna Unrversiey Nophwest

Justin Mount

Mayjor Account Manager
Indiana Amenican Water

Rev. Dr. Remeen Jackson

Tillwanner Jackson

| Gisele Jomes

Senior Pastor

Karvn Price

"Rev. RE Robinson

Gamma Psi1 Omega Chapter

Alpha Kappa Alpha Soronty, Inc

Sensor Pastor

St John Baptist Church, Indianapohs, IN

Alvasa LeMoar

. Dhonne Jones Malone

Bahivah Shabazz

CEO, Decimalytics

=t College of 5t Josegh — VP Student
| Engagemeni & Reiention

Dr. Ravnena A Stansil

Stansl Family Foundation

Gruallerrming Parsz
Marcos Rodniquez

_Suzette Raggs
Michael Suggs

Dhirector of Surveillance

| Hard Rock Casino Mortherm Indiana

Dugector of Developmeni
| City of Hobart
rk

Christina Wagner

Vikki Walton

Officer, Marketing Coordinator
Peoples Bank :
Movartis Phanmaceuticals

Cheryl D, Watts

Cindy's Foundation

Adrian Wells

Gary Game Changers

Crty of Gary

21 B

PURDUE UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST

DHB & ASSOCIATES
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NORTHWEST INDIANA

HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES
COUNCIL
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The
WDS Group

Strengthening communities investing in the future
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The
A Divigion ot WDS Group
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House of Representatives

MRVAN HONORS 0™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE URBAN LEAGUE OF NWI

Mister Speaker with sincere admi ) that |

Congratulations to

on her 15th Anniversary of leading the
Urban League of Northwest Indiana.

From the Board and Staff of the

Indianapolis
Urban League

Honored to GIVE BACK
to Indiana orgamzatnqn

in communities whem A iLiAd P
we live & work. f ! '}b f { f [,L f" } Ay

Powering programs in e

the areas of:

» Safety & Basic Needs

« Community Connections

+ Enwironmental Stewardship
« STEAM Ecucation &

Economic Development -
NIPSCO
A MiSuarie Corvguay

Learn more at NIPSCO.com
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
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A NiSource Company

CONSULTING, INC.

P.0. Box 11517 Merrillville, IN 46410

219.805.4377
Dr. Linda Gunn, President and CEO

agsconsult@earthlink.net

Caster Maintenance Co.

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

'NOTRE DAME
v

Shalamar Years

Hewett's journey with Shalamar began in late 1978 when he replaced original lead singer Gerald Brown. Comprised of
members |effrey Daniel and Jody Watley alongside Hewett, the group achieved remarkable success in the late 70s and
early 80s. Some of their iconic hits include:- "The Second Time Around"- "Make That Mova"- "A Night to Remember"-

"Dancing in the Sheets”- "This Is for the Lover in You"

Hewett's gospelrained tenor was pivotal to Shalamar's mainstream success. The group contributed 1o film soundiracks
such as "Footloose” and “Beverly Hills Cop,” the latter earning a Grammy Award for Best Score Soundtrack for Visual

Media in 1986.

Solo Career

In 1985, Hewett departed from Shalamar to venture into a solo career. Signing with Elekira Records, he released his
debut solo album "I Commit to Love” in 1984. It featured hits like:- "I'm for Real” - "Stay"

Following the success of his debut, he released several other albums, including:- "Forever and Ever” (1988)- "Howard
Hewett" (1990)- “Allegiance” [1992)- *It's Time" (1994)- "The Journey” (2001)- "If Only* (2007})- "Howard Hewett
Christmas” (2008)

His 1990 sell-fifled album included the notable hit "Show Ma.”




SPECIAL THANKS

IUN NORTHWEST

Chancellor Arrick Jackson
Terry Ann Defenser, Executive Liaison to the Chancellor
Linda Sharma, Events Coordinator
Lenore C. Medellin, Event Services Specialist
Lucero Martinez-Donato, Food Service Director Creative Dining
Timothy O'Donnell, Technical Director/Production Manager
Rob Seals, Event Tech Lead

WEST SIDE THEATRE GUILD REPERTOIRE DANCE COMPANY
Cheryl Barnes-Company Artistic Director
Angela Adams-Assistant Artistic Director
Mark Spencer, Executive Director ,WSTG

Dr. Yvonne Stokes- Superintendent, Gary Community Schools

Deb Black, DHB & Associates, Ltd. (Events)
GALA EVENT VOLUNTEERS
URBAN LEAGUE BOARD & STAFF

% ok %k k

EXTRAORDINARY THANKS VERONICA, STELLA & RAMONE
AND

A GRAND SPECIAL “THANK YOU” to
DR. TRACEY McDONALD (Event Planner) |

Urban League
of Northwest Indiana, Inc.
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